Good Evening. My name is Connie Compton. I’m the Vice-President of the Kent Education Association and a special education teacher at Jenkins Creek Elementary. 

Over the last couple years I have heard you, the school board members ask important questions about teachers and learning in our school district. Research tells us that the teacher is one of the most important factors in student progress. We also know that class size, especially at the elementary level, is very important. Earlier tonight Dr. Reiger gave you an update regarding the class size and caseloads in Kent. It’s great to see that the district is working hard to stick to the targets established for the general education program classrooms. A little quick math will show you that less than 6% of the K to 3 classes are above the target. In grades 4 to 6 it’s less than 1% that are above target. For grades 7 to 8 it’s a little over 2% and at the high school level its just 1.4%.  This is progress and the members of KEA appreciate this progress in providing better learning environments for our students.

However, this improvement does not yet fully extend to our most at risk students – those students with significant challenges making progress in school. Look closely at the data for students in special education and you will see that 21% of the Support Center classrooms are over the target.  And, it gets worse - 31% of the School Adjustment programs are over the target and breaking that number down shows that it is 40% of the elementary school adjustment programs and 40% of the high school SA programs. In our elementary Integrated Programs 39% are over the target number. And finally, 64% of the elementary ELL programs are over the target. 

This discrepancy between the staffing of the general education programs and the staff of our special services programs is unacceptable and I have to ask why there would be such a discrepancy. 

Our ELL and Special education students deserve and need a high quality learning environment and a high quality and highly qualified teacher. I hope that you will also ask for an explanation discrepancy.
